
IEEE is the world's largest technical professional 
organization dedicated to advancing technology for 
the benefit of humanity. IEEE's core purpose is to 
foster technological innovation and excellence for 
the benefit of humanity. IEEE will be essential to the 
global technical community and to technical 
professionals everywhere, and be universally 
recognized for the contributions of technology and 
of technical professionals in improving global 
conditions.

More info: ieee.org, ieee.etf.unsa.ba

Youth Employment Project (YEP) supported by the 
Government of Switzerland and Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) are providing an opportunity for 
cooperation to interested innovators, or potential 
entrepreneurs. The IEEE/YEP Innovation Challenge 2017 
promotes entrepreneurial attitudes by supporting people 
with the ambition to become entrepreneur and helping 
existing entrepreneurs to realise their full potential in today's 
global economy. The aim of the program is transformation of 
technical innovations and business ideas into validated 
business models and, consequently, successful start-ups.

For this purpose, YEP and IEEE are providing 
comprehensive support in:

Development of entrepreneurial skills 
Business idea refinement and validation
Business plan preparation
Seed capital for prototype development or business 
registration
Mentorship in developing and positioning the 
businesses on the market
Investment capital, development and expansion of the 
business to worldwide market.

The program has demonstrated a positive impact in 
stimulating innovative business practices, the development 
of new products and services and expansion into new 
national markets. 

More information on Youth Employment Project is available 
at www.yep.ba, and CMEBiH2017 www.mbebih.com.
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Youth Employment Project (YEP) supported by the 
Government of Switzerland, supports reform of 
public employment services and development of 
entrepreneurial ecosystem in BiH since 2008. By 
2020, YEP plans to provide support for establishment 
of 60 startups. Within this aim, attention will be given 
to social enterprises – business endeavours 
operating on the open market but targeting social 
impact as well as profit.

More info: yep.ba, facebook.com/yepbih

A social enterprise is an operator in the social 
economy whose main objective is to have a social 
impact rather than make a profit for their owners or 
shareholders. It operates by providing goods and 
services for the market in an entrepreneurial and 
innovative fashion and uses its profits primarily to 
achieve social objectives. It is managed in an open 
and responsible manner and, in particular, involve 
employees, consumers and stakeholders affected by 
its commercial activities.

Social Business Initiative, European Commission
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